The Roles of Men and Women - in the Home, In the Church and in Society:
This is a topic that sometimes causes a lot of controversy, but I think that if we read what God has recorded for us in His
Holy Word we can come to understand what God’s will is for us as we set up PRINCIPLES for the Roles of Men and
Women.
Gen.1:27-28 - So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created
them. God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over
the fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground."
Gen.2:18-25 - The LORD God said, "It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable for him." Now the
LORD God had formed out of the ground all the beasts of the field and all the birds of the air. He brought them to the
man to see what he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. So the man
gave names to all the livestock, the birds of the air and all the beasts of the field. But for Adam no suitable helper was
found. So the LORD God caused the man to fall into a deep sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man's
ribs and closed up the place with flesh. Then the LORD God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man,
and he brought her to the man. The man said, "This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called
'woman, for she was taken out of man." For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife,
and they will become one flesh. The man and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame.
Gen 3:16 - To the woman he said, "I will greatly increase your pains in childbearing; with pain you will give birth to
children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he will rule over you."
Ex.15:20-21 - Then Miriam the prophetess, Aaron's sister, took a tambourine in her hand, and all the women followed
her, with tambourines and dancing. Miriam sang to them: "Sing to the LORD, for he is highly exalted. The horse and its
rider he has hurled into the sea."
Luke 2:36-38 - There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she
had lived with her husband seven years after her marriage, and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never
left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying. Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave
thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.
Acts 18:1-4 - After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. There he met a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who
had recently come from Italy with his wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all the Jews to leave Rome. Paul went
to see them, and because he was a tentmaker as they were, he stayed and worked with them. Every Sabbath he
reasoned in the synagogue, trying to persuade Jews and Greeks.
Acts 18:18-28 - Paul stayed on in Corinth for some time. Then he left the brothers and sailed for Syria, accompanied by
Priscilla and Aquila. Before he sailed, he had his hair cut off at Cenchrea because of a vow he had taken. They arrived at
Ephesus, where Paul left Priscilla and Aquila. He himself went into the synagogue and reasoned with the Jews. When
they asked him to spend more time with them, he declined. But as he left, he promised, "I will come back if it is God's
will." Then he set sail from Ephesus. When he landed at Caesarea, he went up and greeted the church and then went
down to Antioch. After spending some time in Antioch, Paul set out from there and traveled from place to place
throughout the region of Galatia and Phrygia, strengthening all the disciples. Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, a native
of Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was a learned man, with a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures. He had been
instructed in the way of the Lord, and he spoke with great fervor and taught about Jesus accurately, though he knew
only the baptism of John. He began to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Priscilla and Aquila heard him, they invited
him to their home and explained to him the way of God more adequately. When Apollos wanted to go to Achaia, the
brothers encouraged him and wrote to the disciples there to welcome him. On arriving, he was a great help to those
who by grace had believed. For he vigorously refuted the Jews in public debate, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus
was the Christ.

Rom.16:1-4 - I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church in Cenchrea. I ask you to receive her in the
Lord in a way worthy of the saints and to give her any help she may need from you, for she has been a great help to
many people, including me. Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus. They risked their lives for me.
Not only I but all the churches of the Gentiles are grateful to them.
Rom. 16:6 - Greet Mary, who worked very hard for you.
Rom. 16:12 - Greet Tryphena and Tryphosa, those women who work hard in the Lord. Greet my dear friend Persis,
another woman who has worked very hard in the Lord.
I Cor. 14:34-35 - Women should remain silent in the churches. They are not allowed to speak, but must be in submission,
as the Law says. If they want to inquire about something, they should ask their own husbands at home; for it is
disgraceful for a woman to speak in the church.
I Cor.16:19 - The churches in the province of Asia send you greetings. Aquila and Priscilla greet you warmly in the Lord,
and so does the church that meets at their house.
Eph.5:22-33 - Wives, submit to your husbands as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the
head of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit
to their husbands in everything. Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to
make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant
church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. In this same way, husbands ought to love
their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. After all, no one ever hated his own body, but he
feeds and cares for it, just as Christ does the church…for we are members of his body. "For this reason a man will leave
his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh." This is a profound mystery…but I
am talking about Christ and the church. However, each one of you also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the
wife must respect her husband.
Col.3:18-19 - Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh
with them.
I Tim.2:11-15 - A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. I do not permit a woman to teach or to have
authority over a man; she must be silent. For Adam was formed first, then Eve. And Adam was not the one deceived; it
was the woman who was deceived and became a sinner. But women will be saved through childbearing, if they
continue in faith, love and holiness with propriety.
I Tim.3:1-2 - Here is a trustworthy saying: If anyone sets his heart on being an overseer, he desires a noble task. Now the
overseer must be above reproach, the husband of but one wife, temperate, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable, able
to teach,
Titus 2:3-5 - Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in the way they live, not to be slanderers or addicted to
much wine, but to teach what is good. Then they can train the younger women to love their husbands and children, to
be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be kind, and to be subject to their husbands, so that no one will
malign the word of God.
I Peter 3:1-7 - Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so that, if any of them do not believe the word,
they may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives, when they see the purity and reverence of your
lives. Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and
fine clothes. Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of
great worth in God's sight. For this is the way the holy women of the past who put their hope in God used to make
themselves beautiful. They were submissive to their own husbands, like Sarah, who obeyed Abraham and called him her
master. You are her daughters if you do what is right and do not give way to fear. Husbands, in the same way be
considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the
gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers.

Additional reading:
Judges Chapters 4&5
Ruth
II King 22:1-20
II Chron. 34:14-28
Proverbs 31:10-31

