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Liturgy is found in the Christian Worship Hymnal - Page 38 – The Service of The Word.
SERMON: SERMON TEXT: Deuteronomy 8:10-18 (NIV)
Vs. 10 - When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your God for the good land he has given you.
Vs. 11 - Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws
and his decrees that I am giving you this day.
Vs. 12 - Otherwise, when you eat and are satisfied, when you build fine houses and settle down,
Vs. 13 - and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all you have is
multiplied,
Vs. 14 - then your heart will become proud and you will forget the LORD your God, who brought you out of
Egypt, out of the land of slavery.
Vs. 15 - He led you through the vast and dreadful desert, that thirsty and waterless land, with its venomous snakes
and scorpions. He brought you water out of hard rock.
Vs. 16 - He gave you manna to eat in the desert, something your fathers had never known, to humble and to test
you so that in the end it might go well with you.
Vs. 17 - You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me.”
Vs. 18 - But remember the LORD your God, for it is He Who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so
confirms his covenant, which He swore to your forefathers, as it is today.”

GREETING: Jesus says: heaven & Earth will pass away, but My Words will never pass away. . (Matt. 24:35)
What are you thankful for? That is the question that has been asked on various TV programs and radio stations.
Each time that I heard that question asked, I was wondering if anyone would say: “I am thankful for my
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ who died and rose and took away all my sin, so that I have heaven.”
I did not hear that answer.
The answers that I heard the most included good health, family, a good job and friends.
I am sure that everyone here this evening has a list of things they are thankful for.
I also thank God for my family – my beloved wife, the parents that the Lord gave me who brought me
up in the Word of our Lord. I thank God for my brothers and sisters and nieces and nephews and cousins, and
aunts and uncles. (family)
I thank God for my good health, even though as I get older there are more days that I have aches and
pains than I used to have.
I thank God for my family of believers here at St. John’s and the wonderful blessing that I have to
proclaim God’s Word here at St. John’s.
Unfortunately, as thankful as I am for all of these earthly blessings, NONE of these things can save me
or anyone from the eternal fires of hell.
Only Jesus can and did save me from the fires of hell. (John 3:16; Colossians 1:13-14; Hebrews 2:14; I John 2:1-2)
Only Jesus has saved you FROM the fires of hell, and won for you eternal life in heaven, and He has
saved you / us FOR service to Him during your life here on this earth, and forever in heaven.
Don’t forget the Lord, but REMEMBER the Lord.
There are diseases that cause us to forget things. And even without having those diseases, our minds get
so packed full of information that we cannot always locate past events, and names of people, facts and figures.
But while you still are able to remember – REMEMBER the Lord.
As Moses has written for us in Deuteronomy 8:10-11:

Vs. 10 - When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your God for the good land he has
given you.
Vs. 11 - Be careful that you do not forget the LORD your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws
and his decrees that I am giving you this day.
The reason you are here this evening or watching this video, is precisely because you REMEMBER the
Lord, Who as verse Vs. 18 tells us: - “It is HE Who gives you the ability to produce wealth,”
The People of Israel spent 430 years in the land of Egypt.
At first things went well, while Joseph was 2nd in Command in all of Egypt.
After Joseph died, the Pharaoh of Egypt forgot about Joseph, and as the Pharaoh of Egypt saw that the
Israelites were increasing in number and prosperous, he enslaved the Israelites for fear that they would rise up
against Egypt.
And so after hundreds of years in slavery in the land of Egypt, the people of Israel cried out to the Lord
God, who then sent Moses to lead them to the Promise land.
God of course delivered the people of Israel from the hands of the Egyptians with Mighty Acts of the 10
plagues. God then divided the waters of the Red (Reed) Sea and the people of Israel passed through to the other
side on dry ground, while the Egyptian army was destroyed by the waters which crashed down upon them .
(A picture of Baptism in which the waters of Baptism brings life and creates the New Man, while at the same time drown the Old Sinful Nature)

Unfortunately, shortly after the people of Israel were freed from slavery, they “Forgot” what the Lord
God had done for them, and they worshipped the Golden Calf.
{Psalm 106 describes how the people of Israel forgot the Lord again and again and describes some of the incidents
as the people of Israel wandered in the wilderness.}
For us living in 2020, it is important for us to continue to REMEMBER that it is The Lord Who has
given us our family, our jobs, our homes, and the ability to work so that we can live each day.
It is MOST important to remember that even though God has not delivered us from slavery in Egypt, He
has delivered us from the slavery of sin, death and the devil. God did this in Christ Jesus on the Cross.
ROMANS Chapter six – select verses (NIV): Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no means!
We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 5 If we
have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him in his resurrection. 6 For
we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be done away with, that we
should no longer be slaves to sin— 7 because anyone who has died has been freed from sin. 8 Now if we died with
Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he
cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the
life he lives, he lives to God. ….. 16 Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone to obey him
as slaves, you are slaves to the one whom you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to
obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you
wholeheartedly obeyed the form of teaching to which you were entrusted. 18 You have been set free from sin and
have become slaves to righteousness. ….. 20 When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of
righteousness. 21 What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things
result in death! 22 But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves to God, the benefit you
reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
AMEN

THEME: How Thankful Are You With What God Has Given You?
I. Food
II. Good Land
III. Fine Houses
IV. Flocks - Herds – Silver & Gold
V. Set Free From Slavery of Sin – death and the devil. Free to live for Christ – here & Forever in heaven

